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There is a tendency in English, as well as in Russian and some

other languages, to reduce sounds of unaccented syllables.

Reduction is the processof the weakening of a sound which may

result in its total omission.

e.g.: from, accented form [frɒm], weakened form [frəm], due to

further reduction it becomes [frm].

1 The transcription used here is conventional, based upon the International Phonetic Alphabet. We have
preferred not to use the traditional transcription of Daniel Jones’ English Pronunciation Dictionary, because
we have found the use of the length symbol for the vowels in pairs like /iː/ – /ɪ/, /uː/ – /ʊ/ misleading,
especially for first year students. We have used instead the version suggested for practical purposes by A. C.
Gimson in An Introduction to the Pronunciation of English, London 1965. Thus, we have marked the maximum
duration of a vowel in an open syllable or before a lenis consonant in a stressed position by two dots (e.g. see
[siː], been [biːn]); reduced duration of a vowel before a fortis consonant or in a half-stressed position – by one
dot (e.g. port [pɔˑt], yourself [jɔˑself], give it to me [ˈɡɪv ɪt ˌtuˑ miː]); further shortening of a vowel – by total
omission of this sign (e.g. yourself [jɔˑself], there are many things there [ðər ɑ meni θɪŋz ðeə]). So, we have used
not phonemic, but phonetic transcription, which enables us to show also the process of the weakening of the
quality of the vowels (e.g. you [juː] – [juˑ] – [ju] – [jʊ] – [jə]).



The most frequent in speech are grammatical words – articles,

conjunctions, prepositions, auxiliary verbs, and also pronouns,

modal verbs and some adverbs. They are regularly used nearly in

every utterance. That’s why they are usually unaccented.

Consequently, the vowels and some consonants in them are reduced.

The forms with reduced sounds are called weak forms and are put

for contrast with strong, or full forms. Grammatical words exist in

their weak forms when unaccented and in their strong forms when

accented for some special reason or when used in isolation.

e.g. does

What does [dəz] he know about it? (unaccented)

Does [dʌz] he know? – Yes, he does [dʌz]. (accented)

In isolation – [dʌz]

In ordinary colloquial English, these words occur much more

frequently in their weak forms than in their strong forms. The

majority of them occurs in their weak forms in 90% of the cases.

It is important for students of English to weaken and obscure

those grammatical words which may be totally unaccented. If such

words are pronounced in their full form when unaccented, a serious

loss of intelligibility for the English listener may result. The phrase

“We have come for the books” pronounced as▶️ [wiː hæv ˈkʌm fɔː

ðiː ˈbʊks] is less easy to understand than when pronounced as▶️ [wi

v ˈkʌm fə ðə ˈbʊks]. The weak forms of grammatical words often

come before the strong forms in modern dictionaries.

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ijWefWQeWs7rRQfu-_3OVTBUyZT-9rb1
http://all_weak


Reduction of lax vowels /ɪ, e, ʌ, ʊ, ɒ, æ/

The lax vowels /e, ʌ, ʊ, ɒ, æ/ occur in closed syllables only:

them, but, could, was, etc. In stressed positions, they retain their

quality: [ðem], [bʌt], [kʊd], [wɒz]. When the word loses its

prominence, the vowel is weakened and turns to [ə]: [ðəm], [bət],

[kəd], [wəz]. This may be called the first degree of reduction. Further

weakening of rhe word may result in total omission of the vowel:

[ðm], [wz]. This is often called the second degree of reduction.

Reduction of tense vowels /i, ɜ, u, ɔ, ɑ/

The tense vowels /i, ɜ, u, ɔ, ɑ/ occur both in open and closed

syllables. Open syllables: you, we, or; closed syllables: been, yours,

whom. In stressed positions, these vowels are long if they are not

shortened before a fortis consonant (in the words like worse [wɜˑs]):

[juː], [wiː], [ɔː], [biːn], [jɔːz], [huːm]. In the first degree of reduction,

when a word loses its prominence in a phrase, the vowel is gradually

shortened: [juˑ], [wiˑ], [ɔˑ], [biˑn], [jɔˑz], [huˑm]. Further weakening of

the word in fluent speech may lead to the changes of the vowel

quality. It loses its tenseness and more frequently than not turns to

neutral [ə] (the second degree of reduction).

Consonants may also be reduced, which means that they may

be omitted: the auxiliary verb have is often pronounced like [əv], the

pronouns he, her – like [i], [ɜ] (see➡️Pronouns).

Some words are reduced when they occur as the second

element of certain compound nouns:

man [mæn], but gentleman [ˈd͡ʒentlmən]

men [men], but gentlemen [ˈd͡ʒentlmən]



pence [pens], but twopence2 [ˈtʌpəns] or [ˈtʌpn̩s]

penny [ˈpeni], but halfpenny2 [ˈheɪpəni] or [ˈheɪpni]

sense [sens], but nonsense [ˈnɒnsəns] or [ˈnɒnsn̩s]

board [bɔːd], but cupboard [ˈkʌbəd]

The list given below includes only the grammatical words that

are used both in strong and weak forms. The list of words not used in

weak forms is given➡️here.

Strong and weak forms of grammatical words

Spelling Strong forms
(transcription)

Weak forms
(transcription)

Articles
a [eɪ] [ə]
an [æn] [ən], [n̩]
the [ðiː] [ði] before vowels,

[ðə] before consonants
Particles3

not [nɒt] [nt]
to [tuː] [tu] before vowels and

[w], [tə] before
consonants

there (is, are) (see
➡️Adverbs C)

[ðeə] [ðə]

Pronouns
he [hiː] [hi], [i]
her [hɜː] [hɜ], [hə], [ə]
me [miː] [mi]
she [ʃiː] [ʃi]
them [ðem] [ðəm], [ðm̩]

3 Whether these words are particles or not is a problem which lies beyond the scope of this work.

2 Words with these suffixes have fallen out of use since the currency reform. Today, if an adjective like
twopenny is used in a literal sense, it is spelled two-penny and pronounced /ˌtuːˈpeni/, with no reduction.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Decimal_Day


us [ʌs]4 [əs], [s]
we [wiː] [wi]
you [juː] [ju], [jə]
your [jɔː] [jɔ], [jə]
their [ðeə] [ðə]5

herself [hɜˑˈself] [həˈself], [əˈself]
himself [hɪmˈself] [ɪmˈself]
yourself [jɔˑˈself] [jɔˈself], [jəˈself]
themselves [ðəmˈselvz]
who [huː] [hu]
whom [huːm] [hum]
some (see➡️Pronouns B) [sʌm] [səm], [sm̩]
Prepositions
at [æt] [ət]
before [bɪˈfɔː] [bəˈfɔ]
for [fɔː] [fɔ], [fə]
from [frɒm] [frəm], [frm]
into [ɪntuː] [ɪntu] before vowels and

[w], [ɪntə] before
consonants

to [tuː] [tu] before vowels and
[w], [tə] before
consonants

through [θruː] [θru]
toward [təˈwɔːd] [twɔd]
upon [əˈpɒn] [əpən]6

of [ɒv] [əv]
Modal verbs
can [kæn] [kən], [kn̩]
could [kʊd] [kəd]
must [mʌst] [məst], [məs], [ms]

6 LPD lists this weak form as “occasional”.

5 LPD lists this weak form as “occasional”, occurring only before vowels as [ðər] (with r-liaison).

4 Forms with /z/ instead of /s/, both strong and weak, are becoming more and more widespread.



Auxiliary verbs
am [æm] [əm], [m]
are [ɑː] [ɑ], [ə]
be [biː] [bi]
been [biːn] [bin]
is [ɪz] [z]
was [wɒz] [wəz], [wz]
were [wɜː] [wɜ], [wə]
do [duː] [du], [də]
does [dʌz] [dəz]
have (see➡️) [hæv] [həv], [əv], [v]
has [hæz] [həz], [əz], [z]
had [hæd] [həd], [əd], [d]
shall [ʃæl] [ʃəl], [l]
will [wɪl] [l]
should [ʃʊd] [ʃəd], [d]
would [wʊd] [wəd], [d]
Conjunctions
and [ænd] [ənd], [ən], [n̩]
as [æz] [əz]
but [bʌt] [bət]
or [ɔː] [ɔ], [ə]7

than [ðæn] [ðən], [ðn̩]
that (see➡️) [ðæt] [ðət]

Words which have no weak forms at all

to have (notional verb) [hæv]: I have a ˈdog.

then (adverb) [ðen]: First ˈyou, then ˈme.

that (demonstrative pronoun) [ðæt]: That ˈpen is ˈmine.

there (adverb): [ðeə]:We ˈleft there ˈyesterday.

on (preposition) [ɒn]

7 LPD lists this weak form as “occasional”, used chiefly in set phrases.



in (preposition) [ɪn]

what (interrogative pronoun) [wɒt]

when (interrogative pronoun) [wen]

where (interrogative pronoun) [weə]

Commentaries and exercises

Articles

We use the indefinite article a before vowels and an before

consonants. The full form of the indefinite article is very rare. It is

used only in the case of distinct pronunciation of isolated nouns: a

dog, a cat, an apple [eɪ ˈdɒɡ], [eɪ ˈkæt], [æn ˈæpl]̩.

Being unaccented, the article an may lose its vowel altogether,

because [n] is a sonant and it may make up a syllable by itself, e.g. get

an apple [ˈɡet n̩ ˈæpl]̩.

The definite article the occurs in its strong accented form [ðiː]

in cases when people want to emphasize the proper names, e.g.▶️

ˈThis is ˈthe [ðiː] ˈMr. ˈJones (‘Вот тот самый мистер Джоунз’).

Ex. 1. Type A.8

1. ˈGive me an ˈenvelope.

2. The ˈBrowns, the ˈSmiths and the ˈAtkins were ˈpresent at the

party.

3. A ˈlady and a ˈgentleman are ˈwaiting for you.

4. We reˈpeated the ˈwords after the ˈteacher: “a ˈpen, a ˈdesk, an

ˈend”.

5. ˈMeet ˈMr. ˈSmith. He is ˈthe ˈMr. ˈSmith I ˈtold you about.

8 Do all exercises of Type A given in this section of the book in the following way: 1 – read the commentaries; 2
– translate the sentences; 3 – copy the sentences together with the stress marks, transcribe the underlined
grammatical words; 4 – analyse the use of the weak forms.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WXWem4Z_kuCS9PL_llvNNqAId1I_xgfe/view?usp=drive_link


6.▶️ ˈJohn ˈate an ˈapple and a ˈpear.

Particles. Adverbs

A. The particle to is never fully stressed. It occurs in its strong

form only in the absolute final position: e.g. Do you ˈplay ˈfootball? –

ˈPresently, I ˈdon’t, but I ˈused to [tuː].

B. The particle not is rather frequently stressed, especially

when it is used without any verb: e.g. ˈWill you ˈhelp him? – ˈNot ˈme.

ˈAre you ˈready? – ˈNo, I’m ˈnot.

Ex. 1. Type A.

1. To ˈcut a ˈlong ˈstory ˈshort, we are to ˈdo ˈall this ˈwork ourˈselves.

2. ˈHarry ˈused to ˈget ˈup ˈearly, to ˈhave his ˈbreakfast in ˈbed, and to

ˈleave home at a ˈquarter to ˈnine.

3. ˈThis ˈflat ˈsuits us to a ˈT to my ˈmind.

4. I ˈhad to ˈgo but I ˈdidn’t want to.

5. To the ˈright, there was a ˈsofa, to the ˈleft, some ˈold ˈarmchairs.

6. ˈAre you ˈtired? – ˈNo, I’m ˈnot.

7. ˈHas he ˈseen my ˈbrother? – ˈNo, he ˈhasn’t.

8. I’ve ˈnot ˈseen your ˈbrother. I ˈhaven’t ˈseen your ˈbrother.

9. ˈWill you ˈgo to the ˈtheatre? – I’d ˈrather ˈnot.

10. I ˈshan’t be ˈable to ˈdo it. – ˈWhy ˈnot?

C. Don’t mix up there as an adverb and the grammatical word

there in the function of the introductory subject (there is, there were,

etc.), the weak form of which is sometimes reflected in spelling:

There’s…

Ex. 2. Type A.

1. There’s ˈplenty of ˈroom there.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BZVuWaVFjvLxkB8l2lw_8GhydhnIXvYj/view?usp=drive_link


2. There’s no ˈlight in the ˈcellar.

3. There ˈseems to be ˈno ˈdoubt aˈbout it.

4. Is there ˈanything ˈin it?

5. I ˈthought there must be ˈsomeone ˈliving there.

6. There are some ˈbooks in there.

7. At ˈleast there was a ˈwireless9 there.

8. I’ll be ˈhome from ˈtwo till ˈfive.

Pronouns

A. Pronouns seem to occur in their strong forms at the

unaccented absolute end of an intonational phrase10 or a sentence:

e.g. ˈWhy are you ˈlooking at me [miː]?

Mind that pronouns us and them do not have strong forms

when final and unaccented: e.g. She ˈcalled us [əs]. I ˈlike them [ðəm],

[ðm̩].

Ex. 1. Type A.

1. You ˈlook ˈtired.

2. He ˈspeaks ˈFrench.

3. ˈThank you very ˈmuch inˈdeed.

4. ˈWas her obˈjection ˌunexˈpected?

5. ˈHave you ˈheard from your ˈsister?

6. He ˈsaid she ˈcould.

7. ˈWhat can we ˈdo?

8. ˈGive me the ˈbook.

9. ˈWhat do we ˈowe you?

10 The original book used the term ‘sense-group’. While it is arguably more suited as a translation for Scherba’s
‘syntagma’, it is not widely used now.

9 Radio (obsolete).



10. He ˈnoticed me.

11. ˈAll ˈcame to ˈsee her.

12. ˈWho should inˈform us?

13. I’ll ˈmeet them.

14. Here’s a ˈsandwich for ˈyou.

15. ˈWash yourself.

B. The pronoun some has several meanings.

1) It may convey the idea of an indefinite quantity; in the case

it is a determiner and is reduced when unaccented.

e.g. I’ve ˈgot some [səm] ˈmoney. – ‘У меня есть немного денег.’

I ˈread some [səm] ˈbooks in ˈsummer. – ‘Летом я прочитал

несколько книг.’

In the absolute final position, it is not reduced: Do you ˈhave any

ˈmilk? – I ˈhave some [sʌm].

2) It may convey the idea of an indefinite quality, being the

synonym of the adjective certain. In that meaning, it always occurs in

its strong form, even when unaccented: For some [sʌm] ˈreason, she

ˈhasn’t ˈcome.

Ex. 2. Type A.

1. Some ˈpeople ˈcame to the ˈoffice.

2. I ˈsaw it in some ˈpaper.

3. ˈSome people don’t ˈlike him.

4. I’m ˈgoing to ˈdo some ˈshopping.

5. I’ve ˈgot some ˈpeople here.

6. There’s some ˈtea in the ˈpot.

7. ˈDo you ˈwant some ˈtea?



8. – No, ˈthank you, I’ve ˈhad some alˈready.

9. You didn’t ˈmake any ˈtoast this ˈmorning. – ˈDo you ˈwant some?

10. I’ll ˈtry some ˈother time then.

C. Pronouns with initial [h] commonly lose it when they occur

unaccented within a sense group: they retain the sound [h] when

they are initial in a sense group or when they are accented.

e.g. I ˈgave her [ə] the ˈpen. I ˈgave ˈher [hɜː] the ˈpen. Her [hə] ˈpen is

on the ˈfloor.

Ex. 3. Type B11.▶️

Prepositions

A. Prepositions are usually unaccented. Sometimes, they are

contrastively accented and, consequently, are used in their strong

forms, e.g.:▶️ Not ˈat [æt] ˈLondon, ˈin ˈLondon.

Ex. 1. Type B.▶️

B. In certain positions, prepositions are used in their strong

forms even when they are unaccented:

a) in the absolute final position (that is, at the absolute end of a

sense group or of a sentence).

e.g.: ˈDo you ˈknow where I ˈcome from [frɒm]?

b) prepositions are optionally strong followed by an

unaccented pronoun at the end of a sense group or a sentence:

e.g. She was ˈnot ˈlistening to him [tuː hɪm], [tu ɪm].

Ex. 2. Analyse the difference in the use of weak and strong forms of

prepositions in the left and right columns.

11 Do all exercises of Type B in the following way: 1 – listen to the recording; 2 – write the sentences down,
marking the stresses; 3 – transcribe the grammatical words; 4 – analyse the use of the weak forms.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z7H_wyyfLmAJhQjF305XmR18xLPj05XH/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KnSrpUC9TBcsJBJbAMhT2d624xxVWa96/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kxrPFi2Cw29eWpdnCZr16Y8N1jHKhAQR/view?usp=drive_link


1. I have ˈjust ˈcome from [frəm]
the ˈconference.

1. ˈLet me ˈknow when you ˈhear
from [frɒm] him.

2. Of [əv] ˈwhat ˈcolour? 2. ˈWhat are you ˈthinking of [ɒv]?
3. For [fə] ˈwhat ˈpurpose? 3. ˈWhat have you ˈdone it for

[fɔː]?
4. We shall be ˈpresent at [ət] the
meeting.

4. ˈWhat are you ˈlooking at [æt]?

5. I shall ˈgo to [tə] ˈLondon.
I shall ˈgo to [tu] Aˈmerica.

5. ˈDon’t let it ˈbe a ˈtrouble to [tuː]
you.

Ex. 3. Type B.▶️

Ex. 4. Type A. Transcribe the prepositions and the articles.

a)

1. You must ˈstay in ˈbed at ˈleast for a ˈday or ˈtwo.

2. As a ˈmatter of ˈfact, it is ˈnot ˈserious.

3. ˈMother ran ˈdown to the ˈdoctor.

4. An ˈomnibus aˈcross the ˈbridge ˈcrawls like a ˈyellow ˈbutterfly.

(Oscar Wilde)

5. ˈIs he ˈgreedy? – He ˈpays through the ˈnose.

6. We ˈstarted toˈwards the ˈtown.

7. ˈCome before ˈlunch time. I’ll be ˈfree then.

8. You ˈalways ˈget into ˈtrouble.

9. She was ˈsitting at the ˈtable, her ˈhead on her ˈhands.

10. I ˈdon’t ˈknow how to aˈpologise for ˈleaving you by yourˈself like

ˈthis.

b)

1. ˈWhat are you ˈspeaking of?

2. ˈWhat ˈplace have you ˈbeen to?

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1a6azS5iTn8xYjZN2zd1lHAFhiua5QeB7/view?usp=drive_link
https://allpoetry.com/Symphony-In-Yellow


3. The eˈdition we have ˈjust ˈspoken of is ˈvery ˈcheap.

4. The ˈdoctor had been ˈsent for.

5. ˈWhom are you ˈtyping it for?

6. ˈWhat ˈcountry will they ˈgo to?

7. ˈDo you ˈsee what I am ˈgetting at?

8. ˈWhat are you ˈasking for?

9. ˈWhat was she ˈfrightened of?

c)

1. I shall ˈdrop ˈround to you.

2. It was ˈmeant for her.

3. He was ˈsmiling at us.

4. ˈSit ˈhere where I can ˈlook at you.

5. He ˈwasn’t ˈlooking at me, he ˈwasn’t ˈtalking to me, he ˈdoesn’t

ˈcare about me.

6. ˈDon’t ˈwait for me.

7. There isn’t ˈanything I wouldn’t ˈdo for him.

8. I’ll ˈdo the ˈroom ˈup for you.

9. They can reˈcover from it, ˈcan’t they?

10. ˈHow shall I ˈput it to you?

Ex. 5. Type A.

1. ˈWhat are you ˈlaughing at? – I’m ˈlaughing at his ˈsilly ˈface.

2. ˈWhat were you ˈlooking at? – I was ˈlooking at these ˈphotos.

3. That’s ˈnot the ˈman we are ˈlooking for. – ˈWell, you must be

ˈlooking for ˈsomeone ˈelse.

4. ˈWhat do you ˈwant these ˈbooks for? – I ˈwant them for my ˈthesis.

5. ˈWhat did she ˈdie of? – She ˈdied of ˈcancer.



6. ˈWhere do you ˈcome from? – My ˈfamily ˈcome from Berˈlin.

7. I ˈdon’t ˈwant to ˈgo, but I’ve ˈgot to.

8. We ˈwaited for the ˈpostman. We ˈwaited for him.

9. ˈWho’s reˈsponsible for this deˈcision? ˈWho’s reˈsponsible for us?

10. ˈHave you ˈheard of ˈDick and ˈBessie ˈBuxton? – I’ve ˈnever ˈheard

of them.

Verbs (auxiliary and modal)

A. These verbs occur in their strong forms either when they

are accented according to the rhythm:

e.g. ˈDo [duː] you underˈstand this ˈrule?

or when they are accented constrastively (that is, when the

speaker is emphasising an idea):

e.g. He ˈwill [wɪl] come. ‘Он обязательно придёт.’

Ex. 1. Type B.▶️▶️

B. If unaccented, the auxiliary and modal verbs have their

strong forms in the absolute final position.

e.g. ˈWho is on ˈduty toˈday? – ˈI am [æm].

I ˈdon’t ˈknow where ˈTom was [wɒz].

Ex. 2. Type B.▶️

Ex. 3. Type A.

a)

1. I ˈwish I could ˈsing like ˈthat.

2. I shall ˈtry to be as ˈquick as ˈlightning.

3. I should ˈrather ˈdo it myˈself.

4. Beˈfore he had ˈfinished his ciˈgar, he ˈfell asleep.

5. I’m ˈsure he will have ˈheard about it.

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1VUwPO5ujrVIF3rEjC-_MAkv8p1naUCjq
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1LgshBB-uOSX7Vza_w1crF9aT3JW2Pgpg
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1kfpHn94lcEvF2iZHDZkBJDIAXg4Qw5kh


6. ˈJack is ˈwaiting for you.

7. You are proˈgressing.

8. They were ˈsorry ˈnot to be ˈable to ˈhelp you.

9. I have been ˈout.

10. He has had ˈdinner.

b)

1. I ˈwant to ˈknow what his ˈattitude is.

2. I ˈasked him ˈwhat the ˈtime was.

3. I’ve ˈseen ˈbetter days than ˈyou have.

4. ˈAre they ˈcoming? – Of ˈcourse they are.

5. The ˈtrouble was, her ˈhusband was ˈseldom at ˈhome.

6. ˈWho ˈknows his adˈdress? – ˈI do.

7. ˈWhat is ˈhanging on the ˈwall? – ˈPictures are.

8. I ˈcan’t see ˈwhere we are.

9. I ˈasked him ˈwhere his ˈfamily were.

10. ˈWhere have ˈyou been?

Ex. 4. Type A.

1. ˈBob can ˈdrive a ˈcar. – ˈCan ˈBob drive a ˈcar?

2. I must ˈsit ˈdown a ˈminute.

3. You must ˈstay where you ˈare.

4. You ˈmustn’t ˈtouch it.

5. I ˈdon’t ˈknow ˈwho you ˈare. Who ˈare you?

6. You’re ˈdreaming. – ˈWho is? – ˈYou are.

7. ˈWho does he ˈthink he ˈis?

8. I’m a ˈteacher. ˈWhat do you ˈthink ˈhe is?

9. ˈWas it ˈdark? – ˈNo, it was ˈlight.



10. His ˈname was ˈPat. – Was ˈthat the ˈname, ˈDick? ˈWhat did you

ˈsay the ˈname was?

11. It’s ˈcome. – ˈOh, ˈhas it ˈcome? – Yes, it’s ˈjust ˈcome.

12. He’ll ˈhelp us. – ˈWill he ˈhelp us?

13. ˈHow’s your ˈMum, ˈAlbert? – ˈWhat do you ˈmean, ˈhow’s my

ˈMum? – I ˈjust ˈasked how she ˈwas, that’s ˈall. – ˈWhy ˈshouldn’t she

ˈbe all ˈright? – I ˈdon’t ˈsay she ˈwasn’t. – ˈWell, she ˈis. – ˈWell, ˈthat’s

all ˈright then, ˈisn’t it?

Conjunctions

Conjucntions are very seldom accented, e.g.:

ˈJane ˈand [ænd] ˈMary ˈcame (insisting that both came).

ˈAs [æz] the ˈcar ˈdrew ˈnear, the ˈcrowd beˈgan ˈcheering (possible

rhythmic accent on initial as).

Ex. 1. Type A.

1. ˈGeorge is ˈolder than ˈMary, but the ˈsame ˈage as ˈPat.

2. ˈThis is the ˈonly ˈone that I ˈfound.

3. In that ˈpark, there are ˈmore ˈelms than ˈoaks.

4. He ˈanswered that it ˈdidn’t ˈmatter.

5. There were some ˈrose bushes in the ˈgarden ˈhere and ˈthere.

Revision

Ex. 1. Divide the sentences into intonational phrases. Mark the

stresses. Transcribe all the strong and weak forms.

1. Andrew saw at once that he had been carefully instructed

beforehand.

2. Was it a usual hour for him to call?

3. Will you have some tea before the surgery?



4. “What is the matter?” she asked in a strange voice. He looked at

her. The anguish in his heart tore at him, broke through in a great

rush that swept him beyond all control. “Christineǃ” Everything

within him went into that single word.

5. “Shall I – shall I ring for the ambulance?”

6. Good afternoon! What can I do for you?

7. Could you believe it, Chris! They are not even ready for me.

(A. J. Cronin, The Citadel)

Ex. 2. Listen to the recording12, repeat the sentences after the

speaker, write them down and transcribe the weak forms.

Auxiliary verbs
1. Do Where do you live? Do you live in London? – Yes, I do.
2. Does Where does John live? Does he live in London? – Yes, he

does.
3. Am I’m going home. – So am I. Am I very late?
4. Is The sun’s very hot. It’s hotter than yesterday. – It is,

isn’t it?
5. Are The boys are at school. – So are the girls. – Yes, they are.
6. Was I was thirty-five yesterday. It was my birthday. – Was it?
7. Were Who were you talking to? – They were friends of mine. –

Were they English?
8. Have Where’ve you been? – I’ve been on a holiday. – I haven’t

seen you for weeks.
9. Has Has anyone seen my pencil? – It’s fallen on the floor. –

Oh, has it? Thanks!
10. Had Where had you met him? – I’d met him in London. I

hadn’t seen him before.

12 Currently unavailable.

https://archive.org/details/dli.bengal.10689.17061


11. Shall When shall I see you again? – I shall be here on Monday.
– Shall we talk about it then?

12. Should What should I do with my money? – You should take it
with you. – I shouldn’t like to lose it.

13. Will I’ll see you at lunchtime. – Yes, we’ll have a chat then.
WIll you keep me a place?

14. Would My father would like to meet you. – I’d like to meet him
to. – I hope you would.

Modal verbs
1. Can How can I help you? – You can carry this. – I will if I can.
2. Could I think I could do it. – At least you could try. – Yes, I

could, couldn’t I?
3. Must We must try to get there early. We must leave in good

time. – Yes, we must.
Pronouns
1. We I’m afraid we shall be late. – Shall we? We can’t help it.
2. She Did she go to the station? – She told me that John went.

– But did she go?
3. Me Will you bring me some tea, please? – Yes, pass me the

milk. – No milk for me, thank you.
4. He John said he was coming. – Is he bringing Mary? – He

only said he was coming.
5. Him I hope Mary comes with him. – I asked him to bring her.

– Yes, but you know him.
6. Her I’d like to see her again. – I met her brother yesterday. –

Did he mention her?
7. His He said his sister was in London. – Have you got his

address? – No, I have got hers, but not his.
8. Himself John must be coming by himself, then. – Yes, if he

doesn’t lose himself. – He can take care of himself.



9. Herself Mary can take care of herself, too. – She prides herself
on it. – She told me that herself.

10. Them I like them both. – Yes, I like them too. I’d rather see
them than anyone.

11. Us They want us to go and see them. – Let’s ask them to
come here. – That’ll be easier for us.

12. You You can ask them tonight. – What day would you like? –
I leave it to you.

Articles
1. The The apples are on the table. The oranges are in the

kitchen.
2. A I have a brother and a sister. I have an uncle and an

aunt.
Some pronouns, particles, conjunctions, adverbs
1. Some Will you have some bread? – No, but I’d like some more

tea, please. – I think there is still some in the teapot.
2. Who That’s the man who helped me. It’s the man who lives

next door. Who’s that William, I wonder?
3. That Here’s the cup that John broke. – He said Mary did it. – I

don’t believe that.
4. There There’s a fly in my tea. – There are two in mine. – There

goes another.
5. Not I’m sorry you can’t stay. – I’m afraid I haven’t time. – It’s

not very late.
6. Till I shouldn’t be here till Friday. – Can’t you stay till

Saturday? – Till I got a letter I don’t know.
7. And You and I are the same age. So are Mary and John. – And

Tom, too.
8. But I’m sorry, but I don’t understand. – But I spoke quite

clearly. – Oh, but you spoke too quickly.



9. As Mary is as strong as I am. – She’s not as fat, though. – A
to that, I don’t know.

10. Many How many brothers have you? – How many brothers? –
Yes, how many?

11. Than Mary’s taller than me. – But she’s thinner than you, too.
Prepositions
1. At I’ll call at the house for you. – I’ll expect you at eight

o’clock. – Yes, at or just after eight.
2. For Will you stay for a meal? – I shall be too late for that. –

What’s all the hurry for?
3. From I shall be busy from two till six. – Come straight here

from the office. – It’s difficult to get away from.
4. Of We won’t have a lot of time. – That’s the worst of it. I’ll

see what I can think of.
5. To Where do you like to go? Shall we go to London? – Yes,

I’d like to.
6. Into You might get into a theatre. – Or a cinema.
Compound nouns
1. -man A lady and a gentleman are here. That man is a

postman. That other man is a milkman.
2. -men There are two gentlemen outside. These men are

postmen. The other men are milkmen.
3. -land I’ve got some land in Scotland. – I’ve got some in

England.
4. -penny A penny is bigger than a halfpenny. I bought a

twopenny ticket.
5. -pence Pounds, shillings and pence. My ticket cost twopence. –

Mine cost tenpence.
6. -sense You are talking nonsense! – I’m talking sense!
7. -day What a nice day for a holiday! Today is my birthday.




